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47th Annual Celebration of Life
Virtual Program LIFEstreaming event,
January 15, 2021, 7-8:30 pm,
with keynote speaker
Archbishop Joseph Naumann,
USCCB Chairman of Prolife Activites
Joining His Excellency on the progam will be Sister Renee Mirkes, OSF,
oﬀering her presentation, “The Creighton Model FertilityCare System:
Celebrating the Feminine Genius.”

Surprise Thrift Store

omahacatholicdoctors.org

EMBRACING LIFE NEWS

143 S 38 St, Omaha NE
Open Thur through Sat
10:00 am–4:00 pm.
Shoppers and donations
always needed.
402-341-0625.
All proceeds go to defend life!

Our special guest for the evening will be Mary E. Buckley, author and
pro-life advocate. Her book I Knew You Before You Were Born: A Pregnancy
Memoir, is available at righttobeborn.com.
NEL Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to Claire and
Denny Hartford of Vitalsignsministries.org
Nebraskans Embracing Life is oﬀering free advance registration at

nebraskansembracinglife.org/LIFEstream
Please join us for a memorable virtual evening celebrating life!
(More information on page 5)
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Surprise Thrift Shop manager Becky Buxter
(left in photo) presents seed money check for
Nebraska Cares to NEL Chairman
Emeritus Ann Marie Bowen.

Nebraskans Embracing Life collects donations of
new baby cribs, car seats, or other new maternity
items for mothers in need in a program called
Nebraska Cares. Drop oﬀ donations at Surprise
Thrift Store, 143 S. 38th St., Omaha, NE, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday 10 am - 4:00 pm, donations
identified as Nebraska Cares. If you would like to
make a monetary donation, please send it to NEL
Oﬃce Nebraska Cares, 143 S 38 St, Omaha, NE
68131, call us 402-399-0299, or email
engage@nebraskansembracinglife.org.

Help us to help mothers!
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Before I formed
thee in the womb
of thy mother,
I knew thee:
and before thou
camest forth out
of the womb,
I sanctified thee,
and made thee a
prophet unto
the nations.
Jer 1:5

it is an
honor
to sErvE
with You.

Unanswered, Unknown, Immoral?
We know that we can never justify abortion in any circumstance,
favoring the well being of the mother and child, sacred human life.
With this understanding of faith in life from conception, abortion
and the sale or procurement and use of the bodies of unborn babies
for medical research of any kind is gravely immoral. We are free to
lay down our lives for another, which is understood in our Christian faith as the greatest love ( John 15:13-14). But it is not Christian to kill for our own gain. Would you kill your own child to potentially save the life of another?
Bishop Joseph Strickland in the Diocese of Tyler, who is
known for his straight talk and defense of the faith, tweeted on
Nov. 16: “Moderna vaccine is not morally produced. Unborn children died in abortions and then their bodies were used as ‘laboratory specimens.’ I urge all who believe in the sanctity of life to reject a vaccine which has been produced immorally.”
Many other questions have been asked. While some vaccines
are good, we know there are side eﬀects, disability and even death
risks to varying degrees with vaccines. What of the side eﬀects, and
permanent eﬀects known or possible from Covid-19 vaccines produced at such a record pace? What are the risks for a pregnant
mother and her child? What does the known testing data show or
why is it not available from ethical, scientific, medical professional
sources? Why are we trusting for profit pharmaceutical companies
who have not shown consideration for aborted children in their research, or our own government with their known misplaced
morals? What about RNA/DNA alteration, and use of aborted fetal tissue, printed already on early vaccine packaging? What about
the possibility of nanotechnology or “contact tracing” proposed
technologies or implications? What is in the proposed vaccines
that has nothing to do with Covid-19 immunization? Why are
these elements present or proposed? What about “herd immunity”
and the uncertainties with mutant viral strains reducing or eliminating the eﬀect of the vaccine? What of physicians who contend a
vaccine is not necessary with a 99+ percent recovery rate, statistical
comparisons to the flu, and their claims of eﬀective prevention and
treatment? What about successful treatments employed by countries such as Japan, Taiwan, Singapore, and Iceland who have not
relied on social spacing and masks? What do faithful medical pro-
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fessionals say?
Dr. Lloyd Pierre from Sancta Familia Medical Apostolate
said, “We just don’t have all of this information, we don’t have all of
these answers.”
Dr. Ben Tapper at a Papillion, Nebraska, City Council meeting
on December 2 said, “The World Health Organization last year
stated ‘the greatest threat to the health of the world are people who
refuse vaccinations or unvaccinated people.’ This mask mandate will
soon turn into a vaccine (mandate).”
Why is there a politically biased push for mandatory administration? How can we make a decision independent of population
control influence, political, or other bias? Why is the Covid-19
death rate carefully observed and publicized, without explanation
for comorbidity factors, which dramatically reduce the numbers of
those who die primarily on account of the disease,, reported by the
CDC at 6 percent of the total? Why is the governor of the worst
state in the union for the Covid-19 death rate, New York, given
awards instead of reprimand?
We certainly want to protect our families and we must seek
faithful sources and medical professionals to best answer these
questions. With eyes of faith and hearts for truth, we can see ulterior motives and find truthful information before we make a decision that can impact our lives forever. With so many unanswered
questions and unknowns, can we consent to immunization?

The Gabriel Award
Nebraskans Embracing Life
wishes to announce Nancy Girmus from Omaha as our Gabriel
Award winner for this quarter.
Nancy has sacrificed time, talent
and treasure to support our
Omaha oﬃce and our fundraising
eﬀorts. She is among over a hundred dedicated volunteers who
support the many outreaches of
our organization.
NEL volunteers serve with
our Mobile Ultrasound RV program, minority outreach team, educational eﬀorts through church
networks, and with pro-life displays in religious and public settings.
Volunteers also facilitate year-round spiritual events, media outreach, and community engagement in faithful witness. Our volunteers bring mothers in need donated material goods, organize our
fundraising events such as this year’s 47th Annual Virtual
LIFEstream Program on January 15 and our annual garage sale. No
one has worked harder as a volunteer for our organization than
Nancy Girmus has in 2020! Thank you, Nancy, for your willingness
to defend life with NEL! We salute you and your great faith and
dedication to serving God by defending life!
We salute all of our volunteers and extend a congratulatory
THANK YOU to each of you for your help! We will only reach
our highest potential with the support of each of you, our many
volunteers. Our goal is to transform this culture of death into a

‘culture of life, one that cooperates with God’s plan as He defeats
vil, draws souls to Himself, and saves hearts, minds, and souls
through their conversion to only choose life! We entreat you to also
make a diﬀerence in oﬀering your prayers for the success of our endeavors and, if you are so inspired, please consider volunteering for
our organization. Just call our oﬃce at 402-399-0299, or email engage@nebraskansembracinglife.org.
Congratulations Nancy, you have gone above and beyond in
your dedication to helping the most innocent persons by defending
sacred human life with us, Nebraskans Embracing Life!

Ann Marie Bowen $250 Scholarship for
Life Application: “Why I Am Pro-life”
All applicants must be current high school students
who belong to a church in Nebraska. Amounts will be
awarded according to the merit of the Youth Essay.
Application Deadline: December 30, 2020. Award
announced on January 4, 2020.
Applicants may not have previously received a
Nebraskans Embracing Life Scholarship. Essay must be
500 words or less. Submitted on standard 8.5” by 11”
paper. Typed essays preferred.
Mail to: Nebraskans Embracing Life. Attn: Scholarship.
143 S. 38th St. Omaha, NE 68131.

A Light in the Darkness
No matter the circumstance, or our struggle, no matter
the challenge, we must never give up. No matter who our
elected oﬃcials are, the lives of babies are at stake, as are
the souls of those complicit in this unprecedented slaughter of unborn children—mothers, fathers, family members,
doctors, Planned Parenthood employees, politicians, and
many others who are active in promoting and funding
abortion—even those whose silence spells consent.
Some ideas for resisting the culture of death:
(1) “Never knowingly support lies!” Rod Dreher’s
book (see my book review article below) advises us “to live
not by lies,” the title of an essay based on the final message Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wrote to the Russian people
before he was exiled to the West by the Communists.
“The foundation of totalitarianism is an ideology made of
lies. The system depends for its existence on a people’s fear
of challenging the lies.” Solzhenitsyn insists: “Our way
must be: Never knowingly support lies!”
What lies are we dealing with here and now? The lie
that there is a “right” to abortion, a right to kill the unborn baby in the womb; the lie that there is human life
not worthy of life, that some people are better oﬀ dead
(and we’ll help them achieve that end); the lie that contraception is a good that will help reduce unwanted pregnancies and abortion; the lie that marriage can be between
two people of the same sex; the lie that men can magically
become women or vice versa; the lies that medical or psychiatric professionals are helping people by murdering
their unborn babies or surgically mutilating them; the lies
that pornography and cohabitation and divorce are harm-

Mobile R.V. Clinic
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less; the lie that teaching pornographic, inclusive (that
means LGBT-inclusive) sex education to children will be
good for them; the lie that an increasingly bloated, corrupt, and less accountable government will take care of us;
the lie that we should legalize problematic, sinful behavior
like prostitution and drug use; the lie that we should legalize problematic, sinful behavior like prostitution and
drug use; the lie that pro-abortion politicians can be “devout Catholics.”
It’s time for Americans to “never knowingly support
lies!” It’s time to stand and speak up for the truth!
(2) Build small communities of faithful, like-minded
people and families who can share fellowship and support
each other. “Communism attempted to break apart the
family by maintaining a monopoly on education and
teaching young people to be dependent on the state. It
also sought to lure the young away from the church by
convincing them that the state would be the guarantors of
their sexual freedom” (from the book). Sound familiar?
The family and small communities of families can
forge ways of keeping shared cultural memories, transcendent stories, structures, habits, and beliefs alive. Think of
Karol Wojtyla (Pope St. John Paul II) and his companions
who kept Polish cultural memory and faith alive by performing plays about their national history and Catholic
Christianity during the Nazi occupation.
One current local example, and there are many others, is St. Barnabas Classical Academy (SBCA), a ninth
through 12th grade classical education high school located at St. Barnabas Catholic Church in Omaha. Stu-

By Ann Marie Bowen

Like everything else since the pandemic, the 2020 operation of our R.V. clinic has been
limited. Normally, our Free Mobile Ultrasound Clinic “goes Irish” and joins Omaha’s St.
Patrick’s Parade in the Old Market area. But this year, the annual parade was cancelled. It
was always a privilege to be a participant in this joyous occasion. We were greeted each year
with great enthusiasm and encouragement. There were many thumbs-up and loud and audible greetings of “thanks for being here.” Proof that our great citizens of Nebraska support
our pro-life values.
Undaunted by the virus, Nebraskans Embracing Life continued through the
spring to oﬀer our services at the Carhart Abortion mill each Thursday, Friday and Saturday, thanks to the support of generous donors, the ALL volunteer drivers, ultrasound tech,
RNs and peer counselors, and God’s gracious gifts. Our presence in Bellevue was blessed by
several saves and appreciated by EPS, since they were shut down several times by the virus.
Many thanks to Carolyn & Steve LaGreca, gracious hosts, and assistant Chef
Mike Bowen for two steak dinner October fundraisers for the mobile clinic. We socially
distanced, ate outdoors, and enjoyed the meal while pro-lifers
who attended were informed of
the partnership between Sancta
Familia and NEL by Dr. Lloyd
Pierre and Nurse Angelica, RN, of
the Women’s Clinic. Appreciation
also to the generous donors who
attended these events and the Surprise Thrift Shop.
It goes without saying this
NEL Mobile Ultrasound RV at Omaha
life-saving eﬀort can only exist if
Planned Parenthood.
YOU are supporting our clinic, giving moms in a crisis pregnancy the experience of meeting their baby by ultrasound, viewing
and hearing their baby’s heartbeat and letting them know they are not alone. The mothers
learn we are there for them, oﬀering continued resources and mentoring, if they choose life.
Unfortunately, the truck portion of the R. V. is experiencing some electrical problems and is not operable. Every day we do not bring this life-saving service to pregnant
moms means the likelihood of loss of life from abortion. This can only please the abortionist and the Evil One. You can make a diﬀerence. Your ongoing contributions will help us
put this life-saving service back to battle in our fight for life. Contact us if you are interested in donating to the cause.

dents at SBCA attend Mass every day, and they study
philosophy, theology, literature/humanities, history, Latin,
math, science, music, art, and drama with an emphasis on
the development of Christian virtues. The integrated curriculum, small size, and sacramental life help make SBCA
a cohesive community whose mission is “to educate the
whole person in all things good, true, and beautiful, in order that they may be led out of themselves to their noble
end, namely, to glorify God in all things.”
What can you do? What are you already doing to resist the culture of lies and death? What ideas do you have
to preserve and promote a culture of life—what is good,
true, and beautiful in your family life? In education? In
health care? In government and politics? In the workplace? In entertainment and media? In your church?
How are you battling against abortion or sexual immorality? How are you standing up for the truth? Nebraskans
Embracing Life wants to hear from you. Please email:
engage@nebraskansembracinglife.org, or send your comments to Nebraskans Embracing Life, 143 S 38th St.
Omaha NE 68131.
We hope to compile a list of ideas and strategies that we
can share in one of our next newsletters, in order to learn
from and support each other. Let’s start building our
small communities now!

Live Not By Lies: A Manual for
Christian Dissidents
Book Review by Maris Bentley
Live Not By Lies: A Manual for Christian Dissidents by Rod
Dreher (Sentinel, September 29, 2020).
I highly recommend this book. Given the times in which we
live, it is vitally important for Christians to prayerfully consider
Dreher’s directives. He bases much of the book on his interviews
with people who lived and survived under totalitarian Communist regimes in countries like the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia,
and Poland.
Christian dissidents? Why us? Why now? Because, as Dreher notes,
Over the past few years, America has seen the rise of a chilling ‘soft totalitarianism’—
something more Brave New World than Nineteen Eighty-Four. Identity politics are beginning to encroach on every aspect of life. Progressives attempt to marginalize conservatives, traditional Christians, and other dissenters, sneering at the idea of civil liberties protecting their beliefs. Corporations now censor opinions with which they disagree. Technology is inching us toward a surveillance state, and consumerism has
dulled our spirits and made us willing to accept a secularism imposed not by gulags
but by ‘softer’ means.
Dreher decided to write Live Not By Lies after receiving a telephone call from an anxious stranger, from an eminent American physician who told him that his elderly mother,
who had spent six years of her youth as a political prisoner, had told her son and his family
that what she saw happening in America “reminded her of when communism first came to
Czechoslovakia.” This mother’s concerns were heightened by the 2012 incident in Indiana
when a family-owned pizzeria came under fire by the progressives who threatened the lives
and property of the owners for daring to say that they would not cater a same-sex wedding.
Dreher says that the doctor’s question became his question:
What if the old Czech woman sees something that the rest of us do not? What if
we really are witnessing a turn toward totalitarianism in the Western liberal democracies, and can’t see it because it takes a form diﬀerent from the old kind?
Please also read the article “A Light in the Darkness” above for more information
from Dreher on how to resist “soft totalitarianism.”

Does Contraceptive Use Lead to Abortion?
According to longtime Pro-lifer Brian Clowes of Human
Life International (HLI): “Many pro life activists use artificial contraception.” Clowes further alarmingly adds, “In
fact, it is safe to say that many pro life women use ‘birth
control’ methods that are actually abortifacients. These
men and women may not want to hear that they may be
committing one or more ‘silent’ abortions themselves
every year, but it would not be intellectually or ethically
honest to deny the truth in this matter. It is extremely
ironic that a ‘pro life’ woman who uses an intrauterine device or the Pill for a decade will suﬀer ten to twenty ‘silent’
abortions, while a pro abortion woman using the same
methods may only commit only one or two additional
abortions through surgical means.” In other words,
Clowes sees many more times the number of abortions
from the use of the so-called birth control pills and devices than the declining numbers of surgical abortions
seem to signify. The real truth is that many more times
those numbers are being committed by women unaware.
In addition, Clowes warns, “Some pro life activists will
certainly be oﬀended by the classification of artificial contraception as ‘anti life,’ because they have completely separated contraception from abortion in their minds. As far
as they are concerned, abortion and artificial contraception
are two entirely separate issues.”
Contrary to what most people believe (or most likely,
want to believe), there is a definitive link between contraceptive use and abortion. The thinking has to do with the
“anti-child philosophy” inherent in the idea behind the
use of birth control. Brian Clowes, who used to believe
that the use of birth control would reduce the number of
abortions (until Fr. Paul Marx convinced him otherwise),
says, “The thinking behind the use of contraception is
quite straightforward. Once a couple starts using contraception, they make lifestyle changes and commitments
that do not allow room for children. When contraception
fails and they become pregnant, their ‘life plan’ wins out
over their preborn children. Additionally, they have been
conditioned to see their preborn child not as a gift from
God, but as a ‘contraceptive failure’ or a ‘mistake.’ Since
their contraceptive method has failed them, they feel
cheated and therefore ‘entitled’ to an abortion — using
one method of medical technology to cover up for the
failure of another.”
Many people will deny this outcome, perhaps saying
to themselves, “But of course, we would welcome any
child who was conceived as a result of the failure of our

use of birth control.” But this is not as prevalent an attitude as one might think. Even pro-abortion leaders acknowledge that as the use of contraceptives goes up, resorting to abortion as a backup does, too. This corollary
has been verified by Malcolm Potts, former Medical Director of the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), who acknowledged the contraception-abortion link in 1981 when he said, “As people turn to
contraception, there will be a rise, not a fall, in the abortion rate.”

As any educated person should know, contraception is
failure-prone. Even the best contraceptives are at most
about 95-98 percent eﬀective, still leaving a probability of
conception in the range of 2-5 percent (which is considered the product failure rate; the user failure rate is considered much higher—anywhere from 10-50 percent—
with teenagers more likely to experience the higher failure
rate). But people put so much confidence in them because
they are advertised as being “reliable.” In fact, there are
more than two million contraceptive failures in the United
States annually, half of which end in abortion. Statistically,
more than half of all women currently obtaining abortions
reported using contraception when they got pregnant.
In addition, the primary mission of the research arm
of the vast “family planning” industry is to develop more
and more eﬀective abortifacients. Every year, fewer
women use contraceptives, such as the birth control pill,

Pro-life Prayer Presence at Local Abortion Mills (bring your children)
Omaha Planned Parenthood: Abortionist Debra Turner, 3105 N 93rd Street (93rd and
Maple), Mon & Thur, 8 am-noon, Sat 10-11am, God’s Helpers of Precious Infants
Abortionist Leroy Carhart: 1002 W Mission Ave, Bellevue, Nebraska
Thur, Fri, & Sat 7:30-11:30 am, Liferunners.org
Sat 9-10 am, God’s Helpers of Precious Infants
Chapel of the Holy Innocents: 1229 Bellaire Boulevard, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
2nd & 4th Sat, 8:15 am
Council Bluﬀs Planned Parenthood: 1604 2nd Ave, Council Bluﬀs, Iowa
Gabriel's Corner: 131 South 16th Street, Council Bluﬀs, Iowa 51501, 712-323-7756,
Catherine, gabrielscornercb@gmail.com. We provide hope and help for women facing
unplanned pregnancies. Wed-telemed abortions, Prayer Warriors needed 9-noon.
Sat Holy Mass-9am, Tues 24 hr adoration, Tues 8 pm/Wed 8 pm
Lincoln Planned Parenthood: 5631 S 48th St, Lincoln, Nebraska
Lincoln Right to Life, Pro Life Center, 5632 S 48th St, Abortion Day is Tues Holy Mass 10 am

For Your Information and Support
Surprise Thrift Store: 143 S 38rd St, Omaha NE. Open Thur through Sat 10:00 am–4:00 pm.
Shoppers and donations always needed. 402-341-0625. All proceeds go to defend life!
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and more are relying on abortifacient chemicals. According to Planned Parenthood’s website, the Plan B morning
after pill, “works best when you take it within 3 days after
unprotected sex. You can get Plan B One Step (also with
the product names Take Action, My Way, AfterPill,
Mirena, Kyleena, Aftera, Option-2, Liletta, EContra EZ,
Next Choice One Dose, Skyla, and Fallback Sol) over the
counter without a prescription at drugstores and pharmacies. It doesn’t matter how old you are and it doesn’t matter what your gender is. Sometimes the morning-after pill
is locked up or kept behind the counter, so you may have
to ask the pharmacist or store clerk for help getting it —
but you don’t have to have a prescription or show your
ID.” And for a relatively small amount of money, the dirty
deed has a 75%-89% of being accomplished, and no one
need ever find out. From a family planning point of view,
the use of the abortifacients is preferable to contraceptives
as abortifacients are much more eﬀective at ending pregnancies than contraceptives are at preventing them.
Brian Clowes also identifies a more sinister reason for
the rise of abortifacients: “Despite all of the propaganda
promoting ‘woman-controlled’ birth control, the population controllers are actually more interested in increasing
their own control of women’s fertility, primarily in developing nations. Abortifacients put more control into the
hands of the medical profession and mean more money
for the international pharmaceutical cartel than true contraceptives do. Abortifacients must be prescribed by
health professionals. By contrast, contraceptives are controlled by the user.”
St. Teresa of Calcutta was able to see what is behind
the anti-child, anti-family mentality of birth control when
she stated: “In destroying the power of giving life, through
contraception, a husband or wife is doing something to
self. This turns the attention to self and so it destroys the
gifts of love in him or her. In loving, the husband and wife
must turn the attention to each other as happens in natural family planning, and not to self, as happens in contraception. Once that living love is destroyed by contraception, abortion follows very easily.”
For more information, visit https://www.hli.org/resources/contraception-lead-abortion/

Abortionpillreversal.org: 1-877-558-0333
Sanctafamilia.org: Catholic Medical Apostolate, Omahacatholicdoctors.org
Nebraskans for Founders Values: NFFV.org
ThomasMoreSociety.org: Legal Pro-Life 501(c)(3)
Spiritcatholicradio.com: 88.3, 89.3, 90.1, 91.5, 99.3, 102.7 FM
GabrielsCorner.com: Council Bluﬀs Pregnancy Resource and Counseling Center
ALL.org: American Life League
Essential Pregnancy Services: essentialps.org
Assureomaha.com: Pregnancy Resource and Counseling Center
Hopeafterabortion.com: healing and conversion
Internationalhelpline.org: pregnancy counseling and referral
Onemoresoul.com: news, resource, commentary
Optionline.org: pregnancy resource, information, referral
Saltandlightcouncil.org: Biblical Citizenship
Aaeteachers.org: the largest national, non-union, professional educators' organization
Priestsforlife.org: news, commentary, information, prayer
Studentsforlife.org: current events and pro-life action for youth
Weteachthink.com: Angela Copenhaver
Vitalsignsministries.org: Pro-life information, witness, and events
Lifesitenews.com: Important up-to-date Christian news and commentary
Heartofachildministries.org

The Crisis of the Absent Father
In Fatherless America (Harper Perennial, 1996), David
Blankenhorn calls the crisis of fatherless children, that is,
the tragedy of children who have been abandoned by their
father, “the most destructive trend of our generation.”
These children lose out on every front. A single mom, the
female parent, though caring and supportive, is simply not
equipped to oﬀer to her children what can only be given
by the male parent—the dad.
The list of problems for children in fatherless
households reveals that they are at a distinct disadvantage
compared to their intact family peers. Children without
fathers, struggling with their emotions and episodic bouts
of self-loathing, report feeling abandoned when their
fathers are not involved in their lives.
Statistically, children who live without the influence
and protection of a live-in biological father are at extreme
risk on every level—physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
For example:
• Children of single-parent homes are more than twice as
likely to commit suicide.
• Children living with a non-biological father test
academically at a significantly lower level than those living
with a biological father. In addition, father involvement in
schools is associated with the higher likelihood of a
student getting mostly A’s. This is true for fathers in
biological parent families, for stepfathers, and for fathers
heading single-parent families.
• Adolescents living in non-intact families are more likely
to engage in delinquency than their intact family peers;
and less likely to report being sexually active compared to
adolescents living with their fathers; and more at risk of
teen pregnancy, marrying with less than a high school
diploma, and forming a marriage where both partners
have less than a high school diploma.
• Children abandoned by their fathers are more likely to
oﬀend and go to jail as adults. (85% of youth in prison
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report an absent father.)
• 90% of runaway children who subsequently experience
homelessness report having no father at home.
• Compared to their fathered counterparts, fatherless kids
are more likely to die as children and live an average of
four years less over their life span.
• Fatherless children are at a dramatically greater risk of
drug and alcohol abuse, according to the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services.
• Children in father-absent homes are almost four times
more likely to be poor. (http://fathers.com/statistics-andresearch/the-consequences-of-fatherlessness/)
In his book, Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of
Atheism (Ignatius Press, 2013), Paul Vitz recounts how the
lives of so many famous people, from Friedrich Nietzsche
to Voltaire, were damaged in some way by the absence of
their father. Vitz insists, since much of our concept of our
Heavenly Father is shaped—for good or ill—in the way
we perceive and experience our biological father, some
fatherless children are driven to atheism.
John Eldridge, in Wild at Heart: Discovering the Secret
of a Man’s Soul (Thomas Nelson, 2013), maintains:
“Masculinity is bestowed.” By this he means that a boy
learns who he is from another man, and that this lesson is
something that cannot be learned from the boy’s mother
or other women.
Eldridge explains: “The plan from the beginning of
time was that [the boy’s] father would lay the foundation
for a young boy’s heart, and pass on to him that essential
knowledge and confidence in his strength. . . .Dad would
be the first man in his life, and forever the most important
man. Above all, he would answer the [paternity] question
for his son and give him his name. Throughout salvation
history, the father is always the one who gives the blessing
and thereby ‘names’ the son.”

“Let Me Tell You About My Daddy”

by Deborah Canale

I was in an orphanage and had
not been thriving. The nuns and
priest conducted an emergency
Baptism for me in the middle of
the night. They tried to place me
with two couples, but I was rejected. I wasn’t perfect; I had
bowed legs, was pigeon toed,
had carrot orange hair, milk
white skin, and you could hear
the grating in my lungs. I had
the strength of a newborn at 4
months. And then the sister
called my parents. They put me
in dad’s arms, and I’m sure it
This is Daddy and me at my first Christmas, age 11 months.
was my first smile ever. Sister
asked him if he could love me. Yes, he said. Then he asked if they could take me home. Sister called the
worker to take me to get dressed in the loaner dress that was a 12 year old’s sewing project. Dad said I
also needed socks on my feet because they were so cold. It was only then that he turned to my mother
and said, “It is alright with you, isn’t it?”
One month later I was up to speed, and even said my first word, “Mama.” Another month and
my hair turned golden. Daddy paid for the bar and special shoes to fix my feet and legs.
Be a good dad like St. Joseph. You can make an amazing diﬀerence!
His last words to me were, “I love you.”

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, December 19, 2020
"Christmas Caroling at the Empty Manger"
Nebraskans Embracing Life will once again host
Christmas Caroling at the “Empty Manger.” We
will sing faithful carols beginning at 9 am in Bellevue at Carhart’s abortion mill, 1002 W Mission
Ave, and at 2 pm in Omaha at Planned Parenthood, 3105 N 93rd St, to witness to the coming of
the Messiah. Sing with us as we bring the light of
Christ to the darkest places of isolation, deception,
and death.
Each Christmas since 2003, Eric Scheidler
and other members of the Pro-Life Action League
have gathered around an empty manger outside
several Chicago abortion clinics to sing carols. The
idea behind the annual event is to bring the hope
and joy of Christmas to these places of misery and
despair. As the "Empty Manger" Christmas caroling day has expanded to cities nationwide, many
mothers—deeply touched by "Silent Night" and
other carols—have reconsidered decisions to abort
their babies, saving countless lives.
See www.prolifeaction.org.
January 15, 2021 - Register at
Nebraskansembracinglife.org /LIFEstream,
47th Annual Celebration of Life Program:
Keynote speaker: Archbishop Joseph Naumann,
7:00 pm program. Live streaming event. Sponsors
needed. Please call for advertising or sponsor
information. Nebraskans Embracing Life, 143 S
38th St, Omaha NE 68131, 402-399-0299,
engage@nebraskansembracinglife.org
American Pregnancy Hotline (1-866-942-6466)
Abortionpillreversal.org, 1-877-558-0333,
sanctafamilia.org

Support Groups for
Post Abortive Healing

Nebraskans Embracing Life is hosting
support groups for post abortive healing.
Prayer, resource, healing, and outreach for
mothers who have lost a child. We will
make available resources from
supportafterabortion.com,
silentnomoreawareness.org,
RachaelsVineyard.org, among others.
Please contact our office if you would like
more information: 143 S 38 St, 68131,
402-399-0299 or email
engage@nebraskansembracinglife.org

NEL Lifetime Achievement Award
Presented at our Lifestream Event

Claire and Denny Hartford in front of their Vital Signs Ministries display

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only.”

Denny Hartford has been the Director of Vital Signs Ministries for over thirty-eight years.
A courageous and creative Christian activist, Denny has not only led one of the most active,
most influential pro-life agencies in the nation, he also has maintained a busy regimen of
traveling, speaking and organizing similar ministries across the nation. Denny's popularity
as a speaker and inventive educator, however, is based largely upon his own example of personal spirituality and commitment to eﬀectively "rescue those being led away to slaughter."
For example, he has served for over a quarter of a century as a sidewalk counselor at
Omaha-area abortion mills and was one of the first evangelicals to be involved in peaceful
"rescue" actions. In addition, Denny and his wife, Claire, were the principal founders of the
AAA Center for Pregnancy Counseling, now Assure Women's Center.
Denny's work has been gratefully acknowledged by such outstanding leaders as Joe
Scheidler; the Director of Boys Town, Fr. Val Peter; Judie Brown; the late U.S. Senator Edward Zorinsky; Governor Kay Orr; Congressman and Mayor Hal Daub; and even President Ronald Reagan. Wrote President Reagan in September of 1985: "There is no cause
more noble, no cause more necessary, than to restore full legal protection to innocent unborn children....You have been in the thick of the struggle, and your courage and eﬀectiveness have inspired many others....God bless you.”
Under Denny's leadership, Vital Signs Ministries has untiringly championed the sanctity of all human life in a variety of services. Indeed, a hallmark of the ministry is a defense
of the sanctity of human life which is 1) comprehensive and 2) deeply grounded in the
Word of God. In the course of Denny's wide-ranging service, he has organized and conducted peaceful, prayerful demonstrations against the abortion industry, developed a daily
sidewalk counseling ministry outside Omaha's abortion clinics, created an inspirational
drama outreach, hosted numerous pro-life conferences and public educational outreaches,
initiated regular visitations of area elders in nursing homes, and created an ongoing entertainment and visitation in senior care facilities called "When Swing Was King."
Through all of this, Denny has continued a ministry of inspirational and informational
public speaking, testifying before innumerable audiences throughout the U.S. and in
Canada, Great Britain (three month-long tours), Germany, Russia, Nigeria, India, Poland
(3x), Burkina Faso, and ten times in Belarus. He has spoken regarding the case for the sanctity of life, the gracious invitation of the gospel, and the necessity of Christian activism. It is
a responsibility that has involved him with civic groups, churches, schools, pro-life events,
the state Legislature, and hundreds of media interviews.
In specific media outreaches, Denny has produced and hosted the radio programs
"Doers of the Word," "Vital Signs," and "Vital Signs Weekend." These popular programs
have featured not only Denny's own insightful commentary regarding a whole host of critical issues, but the perspectives of innumerable Christian leaders who brought their learning
and experience to bear on these matters. Those Christian heroes have included: Joe Scheidler; Judie Brown; UNL Coaches Tom Osborne, Turner Gill, and Ron Brown; Dr. Jack
Willke; Alan Keyes; Joni Eareckson-Tada; Phyliss Schlafly; Governor Kay Orr; Senator Bill
Armstrong; country music superstar Charlie Daniels; Mary Beth Bonacci; Carol Everett;
and Congressman and Omaha Mayor Hal Daub.
Denny and Claire conducted Christian services through their church, home Bible
studies, Inter-Varsity Fellowship and Metro Right to Life (now Nebraskans Embracing
Life) until helping found the Omaha Christian Action Council in 1982. He and Claire (a
former high school English instructor and now a leading pro-life activist herself ) have been
married 49 years.
We are truly blessed to have such pro-life stalwarts in our Omaha community.
For more on Denny, see https://vitalsignsministries.org/team/denny-hartford/
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Register at Nebraskansembracinglife.org/LIFEstream
47th Annual Celebration of Life “Virtual” Program
Archbishop Joseph Naumann was born in St. Louis, Missouri, to
Fred and Louise (née Lukens) Naumann. He graduated from St.
Louis Preparatory Seminary South in 1967 and from Cardinal
Glennon College in 1971. After serving as a deacon in Florissant and
completing his theological studies at Kenrick Seminary in 1975,
Naumann was ordained to the priesthood on May 24 of that same
year for the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
On July 8, 1997, Father Naumann was appointed Auxiliary
Bishop of St. Louis and Titular Bishop of Caput Cilla by Pope John Paul II. He received
episcopal consecration on the following September 3 from Archbishop Justin Rigali, with
Bishops Edward O'Donnell and Edward Braxton serving as co-consecrators.
Bishop Naumann, after becoming Apostolic Administrator of St. Louis in October
2003, was named Coadjutor Archbishop of Kansas City, Kansas, on January 7, 2004, serving
under Archbishop James Keleher. He later succeeded Archbishop Keleher as Archbishop of
Kansas City upon the latter’s resignation on January 15, 2005.
He was elected chairman of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities on November 14, 2017. Archbishop Naumann interprets
Canon 915 as directing ministers to deny communion to Catholic politicians who support
legal abortion and euthanasia. He stated that he tried to persuade Kathleen Sebelius, then
Governor of Kansas, to change her pro-choice stance on abortion, and after her refusal in
doing so, he denied her communion.
Sister Renée Mirkes, OSF, Ph.D. was our speaker at our National
Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children on September 12, 2020
in Omaha at St. Mary’s Cemetery. She also serves as editor for our
quarterly newsletter. You can learn more about Sister Mirkes at
popepaulvi.com. She is a member of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity, Manitowoc, WI. She serves as director of the Center for
NaProEthics (the ethics division of the Pope Paul VI Institute,
Omaha, NE). She received her masters degree in moral theology from
the University of St. Thomas, Houston, TX, and her doctorate in theological ethics from
Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI. In her current position, she focuses on procreative
and birth ethics through consultations, publications, and public speaking. To these commitments Sister Renée brings experience in clinical ethics as well as broad experience in
bioethics. She has published articles in The Journal of Philosophy and Medicine, Ethics &
Medics, New Blackfriars, The Thomist, Linacre Quarterly, The American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly, Catholic Answer, Our Sunday Visitor, The NaProEthics Forum, National Catholic Bioethics Center Quarterly, Ethics and Medicine, Catholic World Report
and The Catholic Response. Her presentation is entitled The Creighton Model FertilityCare System: Celebrating the Feminine Genius.
Author Mary E. Buckley is passionate about sharing the truth regarding her unplanned pregnancy. “No matter the circumstances,”
she stated in a recent interview from her Nebraska home, “life is sacred.” Mary insists: “If only one person would step forward when a
young girl is facing her unplanned pregnancy, often alone, that girl
will choose life. One strong person stepping forward can reduce or
end abuse, assault, or abandonment.”
I Knew You Before You Were Born is the account of a young
woman facing the challenges of being alone and pregnant in today’s world. “People don’t
share their testimony, they don’t write their stories,” Mary contends. “This is the story of
what I faced.” Shared experiences in faith can transform, convert, and inspire someone in a
similar circumstance. One person’s victory in perseverance can shine the light for another
and illuminate the path.
The motto from the Waverly Nebraska Sisters—'Always Hope through Jesus’—was instilled in her heart at an early age, and every challenge that Mary faced was met with her
gift of faith. Fear is challenged and defeated by Christian identity, helping the young woman
avoid the invitation to take the easy way out, abortion. Mary’s faith never waivered in her
steadfast account of the story of her pregnancy from conception to birth, as she conquered
obstacles up to delivery of her baby and beyond.
We are pleased to announce Mary E. Buckley will be our special guest at our upcoming
Virtual Fundraiser along with her son, Pastor Chris Hruska, on January 15, 2021. Her book
is available at www.store.bookbaby.com/book/i-knew-you-before-you-were-born.
A review from JB, a reader: “You have done an eloquent job of bringing the reader into
your journey. I felt what you described; I experienced your confusion. I felt the hurt; I felt
the joy. And I felt and saw God working in your life…. I am grateful that you exposed the
reader to the terrible tragedy of childhood sexual abuse. I too have experienced nearly
20 years of incest and childhood sexual abuse by others. Through my own journey of repressed memories and recovery, I was able to see God in my journey. Thank you so much for
your honesty and vulnerability.”
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Introducing St. Raphael
Consultants in Bioethics
Will your loved ones know what morally acceptable healthcare decisions to make if
you are incapable of making them yourself ? A time of serious illness can be overwhelming for the ill person as well as their family. It is important to make sound
moral decisions at this critical time. There is a new service in Omaha that can help
you compose an Advance Directive for Health Care that will convey your intentions
and be in conformity with the moral teachings of the Catholic Church.
St. Raphael Consultants in Bioethics was founded on the Feast of the
Archangels by John Dorman. John holds a master’s degree in theology with an emphasis on bioethics from Holy Apostles College and a Certificate in Medical
Bioethics from the National Catholic Bioethics Center.
St. Raphael Consultants in Bioethics was formed to assist individuals with writing Advance Directives for Healthcare as well as bioethics consulting. John believes there is a need for Catholics to have the availability for assistance in
developing these directives in accord with the teachings of the Catholic Church. He will be using the Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Healthcare as the guide as well as materials from the National Catholic Bioethics Center
(NCBC) as resources. John is also available for groups and parishes that would like to have talks on a variety of bioethical issues. These include artificial contraceptives, assisted procreative technologies, mutilating surgeries, euthanasia and
other end-of-life issues, or general question-and-answer sessions.
If you need assistance in formulating an Advanced Directive or other information, contact John at
John@StRaphaelBiothics.com or visit their website, StRaphelBioethics.com, or Facebook @StRaphaelBiothics.

THE HEEL
THE SPIRITUALITY CORNER

GENESIS 3:15

N O R E T R E AT

2nd Peter, Chapter 2

1 But there were
also false
prophets among
the people, even
as there shall be
among you lying
teachers, who
shall bring in
sects of perdition,
and deny the
Lord who bought them: bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. 2 And many shall follow their riotousnesses,
through whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3
And through covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise of you. Whose judgment now of a
long time lingereth not, and their perdition slumbereth
not.
4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but
delivered them, drawn down by infernal ropes to the
lower hell, unto torments, to be reserved unto judgment:
5 And spared not the original world, but preserved Noe,
the eighth person, the preacher of justice, bringing in the
flood upon the world of the ungodly. 6 And reducing the
cities of the Sodomites, and of the Gomorrhites, into
ashes, condemned them to be overthrown, making them
an example to those that should after act wickedly. 7
And delivered just Lot, oppressed by the injustice and
lewd conversation of the wicked. 8 For in sight and hearing he was just: dwelling among them, who from day to
day vexed the just soul with unjust works. 9 The Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly from temptation, but
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be tormented. 10 And especially them who walk after the flesh
in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government, audacious, self-willed, they fear not to bring in sects, blaspheming.

11 Whereas angels who are greater in strength and
power, bring not against themselves a railing judgment.
12 But these men, as irrational beasts, naturally tending
to the snare and to destruction, blaspheming those
things which they know not, shall perish in their corruption, 13 Receiving the reward of their injustice, counting
for a pleasure the delights of a day: stains and spots,
sporting themselves to excess, rioting in their feasts with
you: 14 Having eyes full of adultery and of sin that
ceaseth not: alluring unstable souls, having their heart
exercised with covetousness, children of malediction: 15
Leaving the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam of Bosor, who loved the wages
of iniquity, 16 But had a check of his madness, the dumb
beast used to the yoke, which speaking with man's voice,
forbade the folly of the prophet.
17 These are fountains without water, and clouds
tossed with whirlwinds, to whom the mist of darkness is
reserved. 18 For, speaking proud words of vanity, they allure by the desires of fleshly riotousness, those who for a
little while escape, such as converse in error: 19 Promising them liberty, whereas they themselves are the slaves
of corruption. For by whom a man is overcome, of the
same also he is the slave.
20 For if, lying from the pollutions of the world,
through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, they be again entangled in them and overcome:
their latter state is become unto them worse than the
former.
21 For it had been better for them not to have
known the way of justice, than after they have
known it, to turn back from that holy commandment
which was delivered to them.
22 For, that of the true proverb has happened to
them: The dog is returned to his vomit: and, The sow
that was washed, to her wallowing in the mire.

Membership Drive,
THANK YOU!
We praise and thank God for your generous support in
our annual membership drive! Your recurring donations
enable us to advance our mission defending life in the
community, oﬀering information and education, and allows our Mobile RV Ultrasound Unit to travel to more
places, to help more mothers see their child for the first
time before birth. With our media outreach into more
communities with the truth about the life issues, more
people can understand and respect life, and help others to
do the same. This is our great hope, as Nebraskans
Embracing Life, only possible with your ongoing support!
THANK YOU for making us eﬀective in our mission to
defend life! Please send your donation to Nebraskans
Embracing Life, 143 S 38 St, Omaha, NE 68131, call
402-399-0299, or visit www.nebraskansembracinglife.org
to make or renew your annual contribution in prayer, volunteering or financial support.

MY PLEDGE FOR LIFE!

Yes, I’d like to join
Nebraskans Embracing Life today!

Count on my daily prayer for life and NEL
Name: ___________________________
Address: _________________________
City: _____________________________
State: ________ Zip Code: ___________
Phone (c): ________________________
Phone (h): ________________________
Email Address: ____________________
Please contact me to volunteer
_________________________________

Enclosed is MY PLEDGE FOR LIFE
Student Level: $20
Individual Level: $30
Family Level: $45
Patron Level: $100
Bronze Level: $250
Silver Level: $500
Gold Level: $750
Diamond Level: $1000
Benefactor Level $2500 +
Other amount
Recurring donation $__________
(monthly, quarterly, annual)
Check enclosed
Please charge my credit card or log on to
www.nebraskansembracinglife.org and
donate securely online.
Card name ________________________
Card number ______________________
Requires signature _________________
Exp date ______________ cvv _______
Mail to: NEL, 143 S 38 St
Omaha, NE 68131
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Nebraskans Embracing Life includes thousands of prayer partners, donors and benefactors, and over one hundred volunteers involved with our
events and action teams. We need media and technical support, Mobile Ultrasound drivers, and other team members to "enhance and advance" our
mission. Please call 402-399-0299 to see how you can get involved with NEL defending life!

